HYMN FOR THE END OR START OF A YEAR
Tune: The Battle Hymn of the Republic

As the passing of another year for us, whose days are few,

marks symbolic separation of the bygone from the new, 

Father, guide our looking forward with the fruits of past review.

We hope in you, o Lord.

For the gift of human learning which the centuries have brought;

for the freedom to develop for which noble souls have fought;

for the wisdom to use rightly what our history has taught,

we pray to you, o Lord.

While we sorrow at the deeds of those who torture, kill and steal, 
help us give support to those who strive to learn and build and heal,
looking forward in the confidence your love for us is real.
We long for you, o Lord.

Though our earthbound years are nothing in the vastnesses of space

as the cosmos swirls about us at unfathomable pace,

we were chosen in creation for the gift of Jesus’ grace.

We marvel in you, Lord!

When the values of our world seemed framed in pettiness and dross

and the gain of human struggle overtaken by the loss,

we are daily re-awoken as the light shines from the cross.

We trust in you, o Lord.
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